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Turning Over a New Leaf . . .  

Promotion Sunday  
in Sunday School 

Sunday, September 9 
9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

 

Children’s Sunday School Classes, 
Youth Classes, Adult Sunday  

School Classes (Classrooms listed 
in the pull-out section).  Join a 

class today! 

Celebrate our Christian 
Educators On Christian 

Education Sunday 
Sunday, September 9 

 

Join us for both services where our 
teachers and leaders in Christian 
Education will be recognized and 

dedicated.  Visit our Christian  
Education displays at the  

Join A New 
Bible Study 

 

Read more about our studies in the 
pull-out section and on our website 

(www.williamsburgumc.org). 

Music Ministry 
Opportunities 

 

Join us each week as we have fun 
and minister to others through  
music.  For more information,  

check the pull-out section. 



 

Making Sense of Paul and His Moral 

Teaching for 21st Century Christians 
 

Senior Pastor’s Wednesday Bible Study  

By Bill Jones 
 

This summer I have been immersing myself in reading books on the life and teaching 
of the church’s first great missionary and pastoral theologian the apostle Paul. It has been 
a challenging and rewarding journey. The great New Testament teacher Edgar Goodspeed 
said that when Paul went up to Jerusalem after his conversion to meet with the apostle 
Peter, “It was a meeting of the utmost importance, for it brought together the greatest 
mind and the greatest heart among the believers.” There is no doubt that Paul was one of 
the most important thinkers in early Christianity. He unquestionably wielded great influ-
ence upon the church as it grew from a few followers of Jesus the Christ in Jerusalem to 
an extraordinary communion of believers throughout the Mediterranean. It was Paul who 
single-handedly established churches in the Greek world. It was Paul who convinced 
church leaders that Christianity belonged to the Gentiles, as well as the Jews. He wrote 
more than one third of the New Testament. Paul first articulated the meaning of being 
“alive in Christ,” “saved by grace” and “justified by faith.”   

Paul also left his mark as an interpreter of the moral life of a Christian. In his corre-
spondence to churches in places like Corinth and Rome and Thessalonica, Galatia and Phi-
lippi, Paul offered the first Christians exhortation and counsel about how to conduct their 
common life “in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ” (Philippians 1:27).  Since Paul 
saw his role as the church’s first great missionary he could not remain for long in any one 
place, so he corresponded with his churches through letters in which he addressed pas-
toral problems that arose in the churches.  Should Gentile believers be circumcised? 
Should converts to Paul’s movement divorce their unbelieving spouses?  Can the church 
bless divorce? Are Christians obligated to obey the governing authorities?  Should Chris-
tians eat meat offered to idols?  What is proper behavior at church potluck dinners? 
Should homosexual practices be condemned? 

In 2000 years of Christianity Paul has earned the unenviable distinction of being one 
of the church’s most controversial and misunderstood figures. Since he was writing occa-
sional letters and not a systematic theology we don’t know everything that was in the 
mind of Paul.  But we do have much that we can affirm and much that we can learn from 
Paul about the Christian faith and life. In the Senior Pastor’s Wednesday Bible Study 
beginning September 12 we will explore the moral teachings of Paul as they relate to 
the Christian life in the 21st century.  First we will look at the importance of Paul as a 
Christian missionary and theologian as we try to identify Paul’s concerns and understand 
what he was trying to say in his own first century context. Then we will explore some of 
the moral issues addressed in his letters and try to discern their relevance for the church 
in the 21st century.  If you would like to read ahead to get a taste of what we will be con-
sidering I invite you to read Romans and 1 Corinthians. The Book of Acts also will help us 
to learn about the life of Paul and his missionary work. I am eager to share with you what 
I have learned this summer as we enter into dialogue with Paul and his moral teaching. 
Let’s see what we can learn from this first century apostle of Jesus Christ and see if we 
can find some insight into how we may live faithful lives ourselves as faithful disciples of 
Jesus Christ. 



 

Thoughts from Allie 
Last month, I wrote a little about my journey through the 

ordination process, and I mentioned that one requirement as I apply for ordination 
this year is to teach a Bible study.  All candidates are given the same book of the Bi-
ble—this year it is Mark—and are asked to form their own teaching plan based on 
that book or an aspect of it. 

So now I am writing to invite you to that Bible study!  Starting on September 16, I am going 
to be teaching a four-week class called Unworthy Disciples.  It will be during the normal Sunday 
School hour (room TBA), so anyone from any class, any whole class, or anyone who doesn’t nor-
mally come to Sunday School at all is welcome! 

In the study, we’ll look at how Mark depicts Jesus’ disciples.  I picked that theme, in part, because 
I really like how Mark portrays the disciples.  In Mark, they are just about the most bumbling, awk-
ward, clueless group of people you could meet.  They don’t quite get who Jesus is.  They try to cast 
out demons and fail.  They misunderstand even small things.  Take one story from Mark 8.  Jesus 
has just gotten back from arguing with some Pharisees, and he’s in the boat with his disciples.  They’ve 

forgotten to bring any bread with them for the trip.  Jesus says (venting, probably), “Beware of the 
yeast of the Pharisees.”  And the disciples murmur among themselves, perhaps a little bitterly, 
thinking Jesus is sarcastically reminding them that they don’t have anything to eat.  You can almost 
see Jesus holding his head in his hands as he says, “Seriously?  You really think this is about 

bread?  Seriously?” 

And yet, as we strive to be disciples of Jesus ourselves, these are the people we get as role models. 

And they’re not all bad, after all.  There are some glimmers of hope for the disciples throughout 
the gospel.  They leave their homes and their families and follow without question.  Once in a 

while, one of them gets it—like when Peter recognizes Jesus as the Messiah.  And they do 
manage to successfully cast out some demons at one point, too. 

Why don’t the disciples get it?  Why did Mark choose to portray them this way 
(even more than Matthew or Luke?)  What does it mean to model our own discipleship 

after these clearly imperfect people?  Those are some of the questions I want to 
ask in this study.  I hope it will be a chance to get better 
acquainted with Mark AND to reflect on modern-day disci-
pleship—and I hope to see you there! 

Do you have an article for the Newsletter? 
 

If you would like to submit an article for publication in the Messenger, the deadline 
for submittals is the 15th of the month.  Articles submitted should be typed or neatly 
printed, limited to a 1/2 page in length and are subject to editing for grammar, spell-

ing and content.  They can be submitted by e-mail to Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  If you have any questions, please e-mail Lianne or 

call (229-1771). 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

Hello everyone! By the time you all read this, I’ll be in class at Shenandoah. I wanted to take the time to 
thank you all for making my experience here at Williamsburg United Methodist Church so wonderful and 
blessed. Whether you said “hi” to me in the parking lot, shook my hand after service, attended VBS, were a 
client down in Respite Care, or participated in my support group, it wouldn’t have been the same experience 
without each and every one of you. This summer as a Calling 21 intern has been a great learning experience 
for me and has strengthened my call to become a Music Therapist and pursue ordination as a Deacon in the 
United Methodist Church. I love music, caring for people, and the Church, and I feel that this is what God is 
calling me to do. I am so glad that I found the Calling 21 internship program and that I was placed at your 
beautiful church with even more beautiful people. 

It is my dearest wish that Williamsburg UMC continues to cultivate the call in youth and young adults. If it 
is possible next year, I would love to see another Calling 21 intern placed at your church because I know that 
he or she will be upheld in leadership and faith. Just as a side note if you do continue to support the Calling 
21 process: your new intern will have gifts and talents to share with you. Those gifts and talents will be very 
different than mine. I was lucky enough to be the first intern at this church, but the next one coming after 
me might want to experience different parts of ministry than I did.  Go into the experience like you did with 
me, with no expectations except that you are getting a new intern. I know that he or she will do wonderful 
and powerful things with your church, and embrace every second of it. 

Thank you so much again for being a welcoming congregation and for helping me grow in leadership and 
ministry. I hope to come back and visit with you again. I kept a blog this summer to document my experi-
ences and to share them with my friends, family, and home church.  If you wanted to get a look into my 
head as I went through this process, please feel free to read the blog at 
www.joyfulnoise405.blogspot.com. My address and e-mail for the coming year are available through the 
church office. Many blessings on your church this year, and I hope to stay in touch with the congregation as 
much as possible. 

 

In Christ, 

Emily, your Calling 21 Intern 

The United Methodist Men will be selling tickets for this event following the 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. ser-
vices on October 7, 14, and 21.  Adult tickets are $9.00 each, and children under 12 are $3.00 each.  We 
also will have quarts of our special-recipe spaghetti sauce available for purchase during the dinner.  All pro-
ceeds go to support the Harbour Scholarship Fund.  Last year, UMM awarded more than $4,000 in Harbour 
Scholarships.  Plan to join us for an evening of fun and fellowship with friends, you will be helping to fund 
scholarships for several divinity school students in our faith community.    

Annual Spaghetti Dinner 

 to Benefit the  

Harbour Scholarship Fund 
 

Friday, October 26 

5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 

A Note From Emily . . .  

http://www.joyfulnoise405.blogspot.com


 

Williamsburg United Methodist Women 
September 2012 – UMW Circle Meetings 

 

Mary Lou Clarke/Heritage Circle – Tuesday, September 4, 9:45 a.m., Room 103, fol-
lowed by lunch at a local restaurant. 
 

Jean Craig Circle – Tuesday, September 4, 1:30 p.m., Chambrel Activities Room. 
 

Susanna Wesley Circle – Wednesday, September 5, 10:00 a.m., Room 309.  The pro-
gram will be on Mary Magdalene presented by Jody Humphreys. 
 

Olive Casey Circle – Monday, September 10, 9:30 a.m., church den. 
 

Friendship Circle – September 10, 10:30 a.m., Room 309. 
 

Windsor Meade Circle – Monday, September 10, 10:30 a.m., Windsor Meade Hall.  The 
program will be given by Rita Smith of Faith In Action, Williamsburg.  Rita will speak 
about their activities in the community. 
 

Carol Scott Circle – Tuesday, September 11, 1:00 p.m. church den. 
 

Sisters in Faith Circle – Tuesday, September 11, 7:00 p.m., Room 309.  The speaker 
will be Heidi Dittmar, author, who will review her book “Unforced Rhythms of Grace-
Defining Yourself Through the Eyes of God.” 
 

Williamsburg Landing Circle – Tuesday, September 18, 10:30 a.m., Williamsburg 
Landing Main Building. 

 

Important Dates to Remember 

WUMW Membership Event - Sunday, September 16, 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall – Theme “Sharing Our Treasures” 

 

WUMW Local Board Meeting - Monday, September 24, 7:00 p.m., Room 309 

Creating More Happiness in Your Life:  Sep-
tember 19 - December 19,  Wednesdays, 10:30 
a.m. - noon.  We will focus on discovering one's Life 
Purpose. 
 

Meditation & Spiritual Development:  Septem-
ber 17 - November 19, Mondays, 4:00 p.m. - 6:30 
p.m.  This class will explore various methods of 
meditation, including 'Lectio Divina,' and will con-
tinue an in depth study of Spiritual Development 
using Henri Nouwen's book "Spiritual Formation" 
and "New Seeds of Contemplation" by Thomas Mer-
ton. 

Classes Facilitated by Jeanne Forrest 

For more information on the above classes, contact Rev. Jeanne Forrest (503-3550). 

Grief Support Class:  September 18 - November 
20, Tuesdays 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  This class is 
open to anyone who is grieving the loss of a loved 
one. 
 

Sunday School:  World Religions will begin again 
in September.  We will focus on Judaism in the fall 
and begin Christianity with Advent.  The program 
will include field trips to a synagogue for the High 
Holidays and various services in different protestant 
denominations.  The leader of the class will be Rev. 
Jeanne Forrest. 



 

What I Did on my Summer “Vacation” 
By Rev. Todd Query 

 

Remember when the first week of school was filled with reports on how you spent your 
summer vacation?  Well, when I was actually on vacation last week, I caught myself thinking 
that I was finally ready for “summer” to arrive.  And here I am, planning for September and 
October...and on into the fall and winter.  It’s no wonder that the fall is sneaking up on me be-
cause as I look back over my calendar, I realize that I wasn’t home—defined as waking up in 
my own home—for two consecutive weeks between April and August.  I don’t tell you this to 
try to “impress” you with my busy-ness, but in case it seems like it’s been a while since you’ve 
seen me, you might find it interesting to know that in the roughly 11-week span between May 
10 and July 26, I traveled more than 40,000 miles and spent 42 days away from home 
on job-related trips, including: 

 United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) training trip to Africa University 
in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe 

 Annual Conference 

 Middle School Mission Trip with Jeremiah Project in Richmond, VA 

 High School UMVIM Trip to Africa University in Old Mutare, Zimbabwe. 
 

It’s been an absolutely incredible summer; believe me when I say that we have armloads of 
amazing stories—and photos—to share with you, our church family.  Watch for opportunities to 
learn about our trip(s) and adventure(s) as we shift back into our “Regular Season.” 
 

Speaking of the “Regular Season,” here are a few dates for your calendar: 

 September 9: “Kickoff Sunday.”  This is the day we welcome our new crop of 6th 
Graders and split back into separate Middle- and High-School Sunday School classes.  
We also begin our Sunday Evening Youth Group Events with a Kickoff Cookout and 
Parking Lot Party from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.   

 September 12: Wide Open Wednesday “Open House.”  Drop in to The Shelter 
(Youth Center) and contribute your two cents about “Wide Open” events like the Music 
Jam and Bible/Book Study.  5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

 September 30: State Fair Day!  Spend the day exploring the wonders of the Virginia 
State Fair! 

 October will bring lots more fun and excitement with the CROP Walk (October 14), the 
Annual “Barbecue Supper” (October 21) and the return of the reNEW YM Open 
House for UMW (October 28). 

 

Here’s how you can find out more about these events—and keep up with reNEW YM happen-
ings: 

 Subscribe to the (FREE) semi-monthly reNEWsletter by visiting http://
eepurl.com/bK951 

 Join the reNEW Text Message System by texting “RENEW” to 68398. (FREE ser-
vice; standard text-message rates may apply.) 

 Join our reNEW YM Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/WUMCyouth. 

 Watch weekly bulletins. 
 

We hope to see YOU at the reNEW Fall Kickoff Cookout on September 9! 

http://eepurl.com/bK951
http://eepurl.com/bK951
http://www.facebook.com/WUMCyouth


 

If you ever have a moment, stop by 
our website to see what’s going on at 
our church.  The address is 
www.williamsburgumc.org.  Find out 
about all the ministries and other activities that 
you or your family may be interested in join-
ing!!  We have something for everyone!! 

If you have any questions about some-
thing you see on our website, contact the 
church office (229-1771). 

Have you checked 
out our Website? 

Please join us in welcoming into the 
world 

 
 

Born July 28, 2012 to  
C.J. & Joy Carder. 

Grandson of Bob & June Brantley 
& Pat & Sandy Carder. 

Great Grandson of Mildred Carder. 
 

Welcome & Happy Birthday to all those 
born this month!  

It’s A !! 

Charles Jonathan Carder, Jr. 

Stephen 
Ministry 

Bad things do happen to 
good people.  But good 
people do not have to 
bear them alone.  In 

many cases a Stephen 
Minister can help by 

simply being a 
confidential listener.   

For a listening ear, ask 
one of your pastors 
 to refer you to a 
Stephen Minister. 

 Once again we are to be treated to an enjoyable 
evening of music by Richard and Marla Sowers.  The 
date is Friday, October 5 in Fellowship Hall at 

7:30 p.m.  Tickets for the 
event will be on sale in the 
atrium September 23 & 
30.  Proceeds will go to 
LHOH to help with comple-
tion of the orphanage in 
Honduras.  Come and en-
joy the music and a variety 
of wonderful cupcakes. 

SAVE THE DATE 

http://www.williamsburgumc.org


 

Carrabba’s Tickets for 
Respite Benefit  

Luncheon on Sale Now 
 

On Wednesday, October 10 at noon, Carrabba’s 
Italian Grill will host a luncheon to benefit The Res-
pite Care Center at WUMC.  Tickets remain $18 
each, half of which will go directly to the Respite 
Program!  Guests will select between two entrees 
when they purchase their ticket—baked tilapia or 
chicken marsala.  Dessert is included.  Tickets must 
be purchased in advance.  Gene and Joy Mason, 
Chairpersons of the event, are coordinating ticket 
sales with many salespeople assisting.  Contact the 
Masons at 229-3102 to purchase a ticket.    Car-
rabba’s is located at 2500 Richmond Road in Wil-
liamsburg.  Attendance is limited to 200 people.  If 
tickets are not already sold out, they will be for sale 
at the Crossroads table on Sunday, September 30 
and October 7. 

Enotes!  
are coming! 

   

Enotes! is a weekly 
electronic notice about the 

upcoming Sunday’s sermon and 
other timely topics of interest 

about Williamsburg UMC.  Nothing lengthy – just 
brief items and gentle reminders of events.  We’ll 
begin the week of August 28 using our existing 
newsletter (The Messenger) email list.  If you want 
to be added please email Lianne Koch at 
lkoch@williamsburgumc.org.  (Emailing will en-
sure we get your email address correct.) 

Adult Student, Karen Talley  

 

Have you always wanted to learn to play the 
piano but just never got around to it?  Did you take 
piano lessons as a child, but then stopped playing?   
 

ECMS has just the right  
group piano class for you! 

 

Tuesdays, 9:45 a.m. 
for true beginners and “really rusty returnees”  

Tuesdays, noon 
for upper intermediate/early advanced players 

Wednesdays, 1:15 p.m. 
for intermediate level students 

Wednesdays, 2:30 p.m. 
for intermediate level students 

 

Not sure of your level?  Contact Cindy Freeman 
for a low-stress assessment: 229-1771, ext. 108 

These group piano classes are designed to en-
courage recreational piano playing in a relaxed set-
ting.  If you have ever wanted to play the piano, 
now is the time! A senior discount is available.  
 

Thanks for Keyboards! 

ECMS thanks the families who generously donated 
gently-used keyboards: 

Chris, Ann Brown and Blair Hailey 

Pat Cranford 

Sandy Slovak 

Also Braxton and Cathie Allport who have per-
mitted ECMS to use their keyboard for the past 
year 

Keyboard Classes for 

Young-at-Heart Adults 

mailto:lkoch@williamsburgumc.org


 

Condolences   
 

Our thoughts and prayers 
go out to the families of 
those who have passed 
away during the month 

of August: 

Nancy Brown 
(widow of Bob Brown) 

Hope Ankeney 

Ken Grieve 

Save the Date!! 
 

Coming Closer to God in 
 Mind, Body, and Soul 

WUMC Women's Retreat  
sponsored by  

the WUMC Congregational Care Committee 
 

Saturday, October 27-28 
 

We will leave from WUMC early Saturday morn-
ing and drive to Hot Springs in southwestern Vir-
ginia where we will participate in a variety of classes 
on Saturday and spend one night at the Homestead 
Resort Hotel. Following a class Sunday morning and 
closing communion service, we will return late Sun-
day afternoon. 

Information cards with fees and registration 
forms are available at Connection Corner. A specific 
schedule of events will be available by the end of 
August.  We look forward to a wonderful weekend! 

For more information, contact Rev. Jeanne 
Forrest (503-3550). 

Short Term 
Art Volunteers Needed 

at Respite 
The Williamsburg Community Foundation 

awarded Respite Care a $3000 grant to support the 
“Memories in the Making” (MITM) art program for 
our participants.  MITM utilizes art to promote crea-
tive storytelling and communication. 

For greatest success, each 
participant is assigned a helper.  
This MITM series will be held 
on Wednesdays at Respite 
from 12:45 p.m. - 2:00 p.m., 
on September 12, September 
26, October 3 and October 10.  An 
additional 3-5 volunteers are needed to assist 
during this timeframe each Wednesday. 

Volunteers trained on the MITM program are 
needed on the above dates.  If you are interested in 
helping all or some of these days, please contact 
Ellen at 229-1771 ext 116 or edor-
sogna@williamsburgumc.org. 

Silver Saints Luncheon 
Our monthly Silver Saints luncheon group will 

meet on Wednesday, September 12 at noon at 
Waller Mill Park in Shelter #1.  The  Silver Saints is 
open to any one age 50 plus, and we enthusiasti-
cally welcome all new members!   Hamburgers, hot 

dogs, and drinks will be provided.  We 
ask that you bring a dish to share 

with the group.  If it rains, we 
will have our picnic in Fellowship 

Hall.  We look forward to see-
ing you!  For information about 
our Silver Saints group, contact 
Cindy Banek (229-1771) or Art 
and Loretta Heezen (565-

mailto:edorsogna@williamsburgumc.org
mailto:edorsogna@williamsburgumc.org


 

FROM THE TRUSTEES CORNER . . . 
 

We are pleased and honored to announce Williamsburg United Methodist Church has been selected 
to receive the 2012-13 Beautification Award from the City of Williamsburg representing the institution 
category.  Our Senior Pastor Bill Jones, Church Landscaping Coordinator Mary Rogers Hill, Board of 
Trustees member Phil Magruder and Phil Richardson, the builder of our original church and expansion 
on Jamestown Road will attend the Planning Commission on September 19 to accept this prestigious 
award.  This is a very proud moment for all of us.  Congratulations to all! 

 

(right:  a copy of the letter the church received from the City of Williamsburg) 

Bob Evans 
Chair, Finance Committee  

 

News from  
Your Finance Committee 

Standing Budget Committee – The Finance Committee has established and will main-
tain a Standing Budget Committee that is charged with the preparation of the annual church 
operating budget.  A proposed budget will be presented to the Finance Committee who will 
endorse and forward to the Church Council for ultimate approval. 

The Standing Budget Committee will meet with all committees and staff during the 
budget preparation in order that persons in the reviewing and approval process might have a 
better understanding of individual budget needs.  A major purpose of the Standing Budget 
Committee is to provide continuity from year to year.  In order to accomplish this goal, the 
membership of the committee will be on a rotating basis with new members coming on each 
year and old members rotating off after serving a three year term on the Committee.  Mem-
bership will be comprised of a Chairperson who will be appointed annually by the Finance 
Committee and a minimum of two persons from each of the three year groups represented 
on the Finance Committee. 

The Standing Budget Committee reports to the Finance Committee. 
 
Unified Budget – The Standing Budget Committee has been charged with developing a 

Unified Budget for year 2013.  The Committee will attempt to roll all repeat all funding re-
quirements into one budget.  What this means to you is that you will be asked for one finan-
cial commitment and not be nickeled and dimed during the year.  When you make your fi-
nancial commitment the first Sunday in November, be sure to include in your commitment all 
the money you used to give throughout the year for various funding requests.  Those re-
quest are now included in the budget. 
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Would you like to see more book reviews in “The Messenger?”  Would you be willing to submit 
one?  There are many wonderful books on our shelves just waiting to be discovered and you may hold the 
key to piquing another’s interest.  Space is limited and just a short paragraph will suffice.  You may place 
your review in the library mailbox located in the hall outside the church office or in the book card tray in the 
library. 

This past month the library has been the beneficiary of several gracious gifts.  Thanks to Jan and Charlie 
Skillman’s generous gift in memory of Marvin Willard, we will be able to acquire, as they are published, all the 
additional volumes in the Old Testament for Everyone Series.   With the first 8 volumes a gift from Holley 
Walling in Marvin’s memory, now the entire set of this popular reference work will be dedicated to this very 
special friend of our church library and indeed of all who knew him.  Watch for the next volume on Ezra, Ne-
hemiah and Esther  which is due out in November.  As Sunday School classes gear up for fall and new Bi-
ble studies begin, you’ll find this series a valuable resource and teaching aid.   

Our thanks, as well, to Joyce Hedgepeth for the children’s book, Wyatt’s Wagon, 
given in honor of her great grandson, Wyatt Lee Gooddell; and to Laura Vinacour 
for her gifts of these additional children’s books:  Jonah and the Pirates 
Who Usually Don’t Do Anything, Because I Love You, Just the Way 
You Are and The Water Hole.  Also featured this month for the children as 
they head back to school are:  The Kissing Hand, The Sandwich Swap, 
The Crayon Book that Talked and Cookies—Bite-Size Life Lessons. 

 

“Books let us into their souls and lay open to us the secrets of our own.”  
— William Hazlitt 

Library News 


